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PURPOSE: 

The purpose of this policy is to clarify the responsibilities of the MCCs when TennCare 
children who have been identified under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA) have service needs that are identified as "related services" in their Individual 
Education Plans (IEPs). This policy supersedes TSOP #019. 

POLICY: 

There are certain circumstances in which MCCs may have an obligation to cover 
"related services" identified in the lEPs of TennCare children whose educational services 
fall under the IDEA. These services must be otherwise coverable under TennCare 
(including meeting medical necessity criteria), and they must be delivered by 
appropriately qualified and enrolled providers. The MCC may require that the usual 
managed care principles be followed. 

DISCUSSION: 

The IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) requires that school systems 
identify children with handicapping conditions and provide services to them through 
Individual Education Plans (IEPs). lEPs include statements of both the educational 
services to be provided to the child and any "related services" to be provided, meaning 
services necessary to assist the child in benefiting from his educational services. 
Examples of "related services" may include such things as physical therapy to help the 
child maintain mobility during the school day; eyeglasses to help his vision; and 
psychological services to address behavior problems that are interfering with his ability 
to learn. 








